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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director of Central Intelligence 
ATTENTION : Mr. Enno Knoche 

SUBJECT : Preliminary Evaluation of Situation 

Summary on Developments in North Viet- 
nam and the Lao Corridor during the 
Period 22 February to 1 March f 9 63? 

closed'ver^litti^n^+f 11 - e° n ^ a ^ ne< ^ * n *kis summary dis- 

cont^ous y a«as of ?ie?na, ln ?° ut ? ern «-<>■ »»d th. 

know Just be taking nlace 7i iS?!' In v i? w of what we 

for the Viet Cong and the S patL° f La“ th Vietnamese support 

Laos 

2. Recent reports 


?t d; ?chcpone n Foli 

5a-» 

trating through Laos to So, ?^ vr* tna ”® Se cadres inf11 - 
dismantlement S of certain faei ,Y!L® tna “' Thls apparent 
Pathet Lao requirements^ may reflect reduced 

formation of the coauti^ s °uth Laos following the 

It is UkeJy, howe^ei ihn + g S V u rnment in June ^2. 
fair weather road from No?th T Vietn ne "” aCCessible by 
way station for Viet Cong Jadre^en^"^®^® a key 
nam. Further analysis of LnS r ° u J e to South Viet - 
may provide information Tche P° ne Airfield 

of this strategic area of Laos 1 ^ Communist air resupply 


Approved For Release 2004/12/01 : CIA-RDP79T00429A001 300020001 -3 


25X1 



25X1 

25X1 



25X1 





Approved For RefeSse 2004/12/01 : CIA-RDP79T00429A001 300020001 -3 


- 2 - 


25X1 


North Vietnam 

No r th 4 Vi^ f ° r “ Uon facllltles activities in 
JNortfi Vietnam was more comprehensive, but little of this 

anS Sou^ r v?ei y llnl “ d to mil “ary d^velopmenisin Laos 
?5 h y ietnam ‘ Construction is reported at two 
lelds in North Vietnam, one northwest of Hanoi and 

whefc r " Vietnam near Vinh. The former 

■F«f+- 5 , r, W ? en ?° ra P leted i could be in excess of 10,000 
vri+h 1 ? n g th * This would provide the capital city 
aircraft f ~ rbase capable of landing t he heavy transport. 


activation report also confirmed the 

activation of a new airfield at Kep Ha, located sdidp 
40 miles northeast of Hanoi * ’ xocazea some 


Cat B?’aiv?ViiS iS ^° n ^ nSine ” fi ghters" were reported at 
th7+ B +io airfieldy further analyses will probably reveal 
that these are trainers. North Vietnam is not known to 
have any co m bat aircraft at this t.i me p ° 


apparent lv^pf ntr ! r ? Und 5° rces .installations are also 
PP n ly being enlarged. Major encampments that haw 

f”™* expansion over the past six Sis «e looted 

?La?i J= y ^/^ nh ’ and Dong Hoi ’ A11 of these are knSwn 
locations of large ground force elements. 

lished , at A nonS P fI ently installation .has been estab- 

sists d of%Q , near * he coast above Vinh. it con- 

rir .J+ s K °f 1 5? barracks, 75 warehouses, and about 40 sud- 

port buildings. This may indicate an increase* of trnon 

strength along the coastal areas of southern North Viet- 

pears 9 to be^ormai highway and rai l systems ap- 

of 240 unite ^ bel ° w normal * The reported total 

x units of rolling stock in the Hanoi varde i<= nn + 

cars“and P ark deludes some i,3o5 ra^ 

The addition n?J 6S t r ?sularly transit the Hanoi yards. 

in diameter in P etr ° leum tanks estimated to be 30 feet 

«nfS«in no2l. Han01 “ rea WaS the onl * raa J° r aiviiian 
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10 , 


, An in stallation sighted .just west o f Thanh Hoa 

'ACAtlT I I.. 


could representi i„ a . , 

reported biological wariare research facility.*' This ^ 

a n I^ llat;LOn c ° P fl ' l - RtR nf 1ft h,H ^ lings and is enclosed in 
secure area ‘- J^ _ __ ~ ~ l »o previous information 


roiogicai warfare research facility near 


Thanh S° a * T 5 e + ??° Infantr y Oivisionis^also^located^at 
La?ni”racUviSes. fa0lUty be related t0 this unlt ' s 
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